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Graham, North Carolina

Well, it's done! Summer is over and fall is on its way. I know

tlgrom, some of you think that is wonderful, and perhaps the changing of colors

Pa%tg%ts is something to look forward to, but then comes the cold, and I mean

I‘I cold! I am already shivering in the office with the temp set at 72

degrees. I guess I will look like an Eskimo by the time winter gets here.

We always have something to complain about, don’t we? It's too

hot in the Sanctuary, or too cold, the songs are too loud, or I can't hear,

the sermon is too long, or I wish it was longer (I have never heard that one - just

thought I would add it in). We seem to always make excuses especially for not

coming to church. I wonder what we would think if Jesus had made excuses about

going to Calvery? It was too painful, too humiliating, took too much time, was not

“His cup of tea”, wasn’t fair. He could have made any number of excuses, but He
didn’t, not even one.

September is Missions Month here at Riverside. These folks didn’'t make
excuses; they answered the call and went. They went to unfamiliar places, to
languages they did not already know, to people they had never met and in some
cases would be very skeptical of them, but still they went. Now we have an
opportunity to see how God is using their unique gifts in His service and reaching
people for Him. We will be receiving an offering for each of them each Sunday
morning.

We also have the opportunity to once again host the Associational Picnic for the
Hearing Impaired. I hope all you ladies will help us to provide food for this special
event. It is always a wonderful opportunity to open our doors to the community and
share the love of Jesus with others. This year the picnic will be held on September 15
in our Fellowship Hall.

While it is not happening in September, we need to start gearing up for our 83
Homecoming Celebration on October 4. Plans are already underway to make this a
very special day and as in times past, we will have dinner following the service. This
is a great time to invite former members and some of your friends to join with you as
we celebrate God’s goodness over the last eighty years.

While we are waiting for the fall colors to arrive and the temperatures to
gradually lower, let’s remember to keep our eyes always on Jesus and on the eastern
sky. It could be any day now that He will break through the clouds.

Pastor Bod
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Summer is over. I think I heard all the kids and the teachers let out a big sigh. But
it has been nice the past two days as I write this with milder temps and no humidity. Fall
is one of my favorite times of the year. It is a time that we as a church begin to focus
more on our teaching ministry. We try to plan studies and start our main discipleship
focus for the fall. This year is looking a little different.

You may not realize it, but I have been struggling trying to figure out how we can
have a discipleship program for our children this coming fall. When I came here to
Riverside in 2014, we had AWANA for our children, and Sunbeam Choir for our preschool
age. Through circumstances we were no longer able to have Sunbeam choir, so we added
Cubbies for our preschool group and the Lord blessed that age group. However, it became
especially hard to find leaders for this age group both last year and this -
year. We also had a vacancy due to health reasons in games and it /_\
was hard to get commitments in other areas. So, I began to look and
pray about what to do. In looking at many other options, I believe
the Lord is leading us to use TeamKID by Lifeway. This is very similar
each week to VBS. TeamKID is a fun high energy ministry that
encourages kids to know Jesus Christ and to grow in a relationship with
Him. This is why TeamKID ends in KID. It stands for Kids in Discipleship. I
had a meeting with our current AWANA leaders and workers. Unfortunately, I only had
one person, as of writing this, that has said they are willing to help me in this ministry.

This being the case we are planning to start September 13t at 6PM and trust the
Lord to bless this ministry. Currently we are planning to try and offer this for ages 3 to 6t
Grade. While TeamKid is taking place, Stephanie has agreed to lead our youth grades 7-
12, in a Bible Study. She needs someone to be the extra adult with her. Also for TeamKid
we will need extra help. Please pray about this. If we can not get the support for this,
then it may not be possible to have a discipleship program on Sunday nights for our
children and youth.

On a better note we had a great Bible School this past year and saw many
seeds planted! We are already in the works planning for VBS next
year. The dates are June 13-17, 2027. Join us as we Take Flight in
God’s Word. The group from South Carolina is planning to come and
help. Be in prayer for this group and also for how the Lord will use you
to be His hands and feet.
Lastly, please do not forget about our Operation Christmas Child
collections. We had a great response last year and we hope to be able to share
the Gospel and God’s love with more children this year. As you are out and about, look for
deals to collect items for shoeboxes. The drop off box is outside
the Sanctuary behind the stairs. Items we collect are crayons,
coloring books, erasers, pencils, pencil sharpeners, and small
notebooks that fit a shoebox, washcloths, and small toys (balls,
cars, jump ropes, dolls, etc.). Please no camouflage or war
related toys. They are asking to no longer add Soap to the
boxes. Thank you for your generosity. Anything you give, our
kids will pack in the Fall. Be praying for how you will take part. It
is also never too early to begin gathering supplies for your own
personal shoebox to be sent to boys and girls in need of love and
hearing of the Gospel.

Pastor Mark



BIBLE READING FOR THE MONTH

I 7

ZBible

Jeremiah 43-46 Sept. 11 zeki6121-23 Sept. 21 Daniel 7-9

Sept. 1

Sept. 2 Jeremiah 47-49 Sept. 12 Ezekiel 24-27 Sept. 22 Daniel 10-12
Sept. 3 Jeremiah 50-51 Sept. 13 Ezekiel 28-31 Sept. 23 Hosea 1-6

Sept. 4 Jer. 52 —Lam. 2 Sept. 14 Ezekiel 32-34 Sept. 24 Hosea 7-14
Sept. 5 Lam. 3-5 Sept. 15 Ezekiel 35-37 Sept. 25 Joel 1-3

Sept. 6 Ezekiel 1-4 Sept. 16 Ezekiel 38-40 Sept. 26  Amos 1-5

Sept. 7 Ezekiel 5-9 Sept. 17 Ezekiel 41-44 Sept. 27 Amos 6-Obi.1
Sept. 8 Ezekiel 10-13 Sept. 18 Ezekiel 45-48 Sept. 28 Jonah 1-Micah 2
Sept. 9 Ezekiel 14-16 Sept. 19 Daniel 1-3 Sept. 29 Micah 3-7

Sept. 10 Ezekiel 17-20 Sept. 20 Daniel 4-6 Sept. 30 Nahuml-Hab. 3




NEXT TIME A
STRANGER TALKS
TO YOU WHEN
YOU'RE ALONE,
JUST LOOK AT
THEM SHOCKED
AND WHISPER,

"You can see me?"

“NotSalmon com -

Getting older has
some benefits...
Callita
"Senior Moment"
and you can get
away with pretty
much anything!

Each day
: is anew
¢ canvas,
and I
paint it
with love
and

I kindness.

Sometimes, | shock

P myself with the smart
& stuff | say and do.

Other times, | try to
get out of the car
with my seat belt on.

Wishing you o September
where your soul feels ot
ease, your heart js filled with
love, and your spirit is
uplifted by the beguty of
coch doy.

God will prepare everything for our
perfect happiness in heaven, and if it
akes my dog being there, | believe
he'l be there.

Sy Grofins
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FRI SAT

SUN MON TUE WEDO THU
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53

10:00 AM
Bible Study
Brotherhood Mtg
7:00 PM (FH)
7:05 PM
Prayer Time
where you are Bible Study
6:30 PM
6 7  Church 8 10 11 12
Office Closed | Ladies Bible Study 10:00 AM
10:00 AM Bible Study
Josie Brewer
LABOR Circle 12:30 PM
DAY Lydia Circle
Missions Speaker 6:30 PM (FH)
10:00 AM . Bible Study
7:00 PM 7:05 PM 6:30 PM
AA Meeting (FH) | Prayer Time
where you are
13 TeamKid 6 PM 14 15 16 17 18 19
H P . . . 10:00 AM
- 4 '}" P‘%’ Grief Share Ladies Bible Study Bible Study POPS
e i 10:00 AM 10:00 AM .
; : : Fundraiser
Eod 3:00 — 6:00 PM
A A
‘ ‘“ Genesis Circle |Hearing Impaired
. 11:45 AM (FH) Picnic
Missions Speaker
10:00 AM Bible Study
\.\'-*-';” 7:00 PM 7:05 PM 6:30 PM
AA Meeting (FH) Prayer Time
where you are
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:00 AM
Missions Speaker Grief Share Ladies Bible Study Bible Study
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 10:00 AM
R s 0
& 7:05 PM .
Fry 7:00 PM Prayer Time Bible Study
AA Meeting (FH) where you are 6:30 PM
TeamKid 6:00 PM
27 TeamKid 6 PM 28 29 30 10:00 AM
Grief Share Ladies Bible Study Bible Study
Missions Speaker 10:00 AM 10:00 AM
10:0_0'I§M
::\h AIJ,‘:. PM 7:05 PM
bl 3 7:00 P Prayer Time Bible Stud
s i AA Meeting (FH) where you are 61:35 PM Y




